
 

 

 

HARVESTING – Almonds 

What to Expect 

 The working day usually operates across two shifts, with the morning shift starting at 7am and the evening shift starting at 

7pm, both being approximately 12 hours long (with breaks). 

 The working week is usually rotating across a seven-day working roster. 

 A shaker is operated to harvest almonds. The shaker has a mechanical arm that attaches to the trunk of the tree and shakes 

the nut to the ground. A harvest worker operating a sweeper then drives between the rows of trees and sweeps the nuts 

into a line for collection. 

 Other fieldwork may include driving tractors, operating chemical spraying equipment, pruning the almond trees with the 

use of pole saws, chainsaws, secateurs, and loppers, and working with the sanitation crew to keep the orchard free of leaf 

litter and other debris that can cause disease. 

 Harvest workers may undertake harvesting roles in the processing facilities, such as operating forklifts to move bins of 

almonds from trailers to the facility or loading/unloading trucks. 

 Workwear includes sun-safe, hi-vis clothing including long-sleeved shirts and a wide-brim hat, with enclosed, sturdy 

footwear. Loose-fitted clothing is not permitted as it has the possibility of being caught in machinery. You may be required 

to wear hearing protection that is supplied by the farm. 

What you need 

 Ability to undergo and pass inductions and training as required 

 Your own reliable transport to and from work each day – public transport is limited near farm locations 

 Physical fitness to enable you to undertake tasks including standing and/or operating machinery for sustained periods  

 Sun-safe work wear including a wide-brim hat and a long-sleeved shirt 

 Ability to undergo and pass random drug and alcohol testing 

 While not required, skills such as machinery or tractor operation are desirable on the farm 

Common Barriers 

If one of these barriers applies to you, please contact your HTS office staff, we may be able to help with: 

 Providing more specific information on jobs and farms so you can make the right choice for you 

 Transport to work locations. This could include farm-organised transport, accommodation transport or carpooling with 

other workers 

 Accommodation options nearby 

 English language skills 

 If technology is not easy for you, we can help you apply for the work and undertake WHS inductions – Just Ask! 

What Is In It For You? 

 Opportunity to follow the Harvest Trail locally, state-wide or nationally 

 Work with great harvest teams, meet new people and learn new transferable skills 

 While you often don’t need any experience to get started when mastered these skills are highly sought after in the market. 

You can take this experience to your next farm or your next job anywhere 

 Machinery operation is a sought-after skill in horticulture – start here! 

 

 

 

 

Contact us to find out more:  
Harvest Trail Information Service 1800 062 332  

harvest@madec.edu.au 

 


